
Return routes from the Newt to Bruton 

[To be used if returning by a different route.] 

Direct route via Hurn Lane, Ridge Lane and Cole 

Do not take this route in winter or after prolonged wet weather. Parts become muddy, 
rutted and virtually impassable on foot. 

Leave The Newt via the vehicular exit, turning left towards the A359. Take great care 
crossing the road, and take the lane (Hurn Lane, unsigned) immediately opposite. 

Continue over a crossroads of lanes, past a lane on the left, and a lane on the right. Fine 
views open up. The lane becomes metalled and eventually drops steeply to a T junction. 
Turn right and go back into Cole. 

At the junction turn left between two houses then immediately right into the private lane 
leading to Colestile (also known as Cole Style). The lane crosses the Brue by a narrow 
bridge. 

In the winter of 2020, the landowners established a permissive path through the field in 
front of Colestile which is more direct, easier to follow and altogether better than the 
‘official’ route. Follow it if open, by turning right through the gate immediately after the 
bridge. Continue through the field with the River Brue to your right. Otherwise walk up the 
drive to the house and take the stile into the field on your right. The field narrows as the 
river and railway line gradually converge. Go under the railway. 

Go through the gate and straight on up the hill ahead past a fine oak tree. The path 
becomes indistinct. Scramble straight ahead up the muddy bank and join a better path 
leading right to a gate. Continue to the next gate, taking great care on the steep drop 
down to Gants Mill. Follow the path high above the mill race to another gate, then 
through the Mill on the Brue Outdoor Activity Centre. On reaching the house the path 
turns uphill to the left through a gate to reach the drive. Walk down the drive to rejoin the 
outgoing route. 

Wet weather route via Higher Hadspen, Hadspen and Cole 

Leave The Newt by the vehicular entrance. Take great care crossing the A359 and head 
left, sticking to the verge to avoid fast-moving traffic. In less than 200m take a lane 
heading downhill to the right (ignore the entrance to Hadspen Quarry). 

The lane drops steeply downhill to reach the attractive hamlet of Higher Hadspen. It then 
levels out and continues through a delightful rural landscape to reach a T junction. Turn 
right. 

After 1km the road crosses the River Pitt and reaches Cole. Take the second road on the 
left (the first is the outgoing route). The very minor road climbs through a small wood, 
then drops and runs parallel to the railway line, eventually reaching the A359. Turn left, 
go under the railway bridge, and re-join the outgoing route. 


